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Economic Overview

66 The strong local
economy has been
Wichita’s ace
in the hole throughout
much of the
national housing
market downturn.
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The strong local economy has been Wichita’s ace
in the hole throughout much of the national housing

market downturn. Now it appears to be more of a wild
card. The WSU Current Conditions Index fell slightly over
the past year, off 2 percent since its peak in October 2007.
Ironically, however, much of this decline has been due to

slowing home sales, an important component in the index.

Sources: WSU Center for Economic Development and Business Research; Kansas Department of Human Resources; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
Note: a) Year-over-year percentage change in non-farm payrolls



