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How it Slices

Although we often speak about the “housing market,” in reality 
each neighborhood - and even each home itself - is unique. To 
understand the market as a whole, it is important to measure 
changes over time by making an apples-to-apples comparison. That is why the theme 
for the 2006 Wichita Housing Market Forecast is “comparing apples to apples.” I hope 
you find the information in this year’s forecast to be a valuable resource as you work 
and live in the Wichita Area.

I offer special thanks to Henry David Thoreau and his “Wild Apples” essay of 1862, 
from which the quotations in this forecast were taken. I am also indebted to many 
colleagues and friends who have helped make this year’s forecast possible:

• Mike Borchard, Sedgwick County Appraiser’s Office

• Dr. Tim Craft, WSU Department of Finance

• Anne Gallagher, WSU Center for Economic Development and Business Research

• Janet Harrah, Director, WSU Center for Economic Development and Business Research

• Thitiya Lapsombatsiri, WSU Center for Real Estate

• Dr. Julie Longhofer, The Apple of My Eye

• Chris Morlan, Sedgwick County Appraiser’s Office

• Doug Rhoten, Wichita Area Association of REALTORS®

• R. Patrick Ayars, Key Construction Inc.

• Michael S. Borchard, Sedgwick County Appraiser’s Office

• Mert Buckley, Adams & Jones, Chartered

• Craig L. Burns, First American Title Company

• Terry Cassady, City of Wichita 

• Mitch Crouch, Mortgage Centre

• Kevin Dreiling, Restaurant Management Company

• Wesley Galyon, Wichita Area Builders Association

• Chris Green, Chase Home Finance

• Steven Hadley, SNB Bank of Wichita

• Craig Hanson, Weigand-Omega Management, Inc.

• W. Alan Huffman, Key Management

• Paul Jackson, Vantage Point Properties, Inc.

• George E. Laham II, Laham Development

• Steven J. Martens, Grubb & Ellis | Martens Commercial Group

• John W. McKenzie, Plaza Real Estate, Inc.

• John McKay, Casado McKay Company

• Marlin Penner, John T. Arnold & Assoc.

• Laura Raudonis, Wichita Area Association of REALTORS® 

• Steve Robl, Robl Construction

• Gary Schmitt, Intrust Bank

• Wayne Short, RE/MAX Realty Professionals

• Connie Simcox, J.P. Weigand & Sons, Inc.

• Ron Spangenberg, Spangenberg Phillips Architecture

• Jeffrey T. Van Sickle, McCluggage, Van Sickle & Perry

• William R. Wood II, Foulston Siefkin LLP

• First American Title

• Wichita Area Association of REALTORS®

• Wichita Area Builders Association

• Santo M. Catanese

• Clark Investment Group

• Colby B. Sandlian

• J.P. Weigand & Sons, Inc.

The Center for Real Estate is entirely funded by the generous contributions of 

many visionaries throughout the region. Without their faithful support, the Center 

for Real Estate would simply not exist. We are especially grateful to First American 

Title, whose contributions directly underwrite the cost of preparing this forecast. 
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“Surely the apple is the 
 noblest of fruits. Let 
 the most beautiful or 
 the swiftest have it.    
 That should be the 
‘going’ price of apples.”Dr. Stanley D. Longhofer, Director, Center for Real Estate


